
Stanford’s Cottage

The house where Jane Austen stayed

Lane’s House, Stanford’s Cottage and Lamport’s Cottage all 
had open views towards the sea across a piece of ground 
known as Paine’s Field. Between Lamport’s Cottage and 
Stanford’s Cottage a footpath ran from Warwick Street to the 
shore. 

Unlike today, when it is hemmed in on all sides, Stanford’s 
Cottage in Jane Austen’s time was a charming, bright house 
in an open setting, with views of the sea from its south-facing 
windows. On the Warwick Street side there was a paved 
courtyard with a pair of gates and an old chestnut tree in the 
middle. 

In 1805 the cottage was smaller than it is today, the western 
section having been added around the middle of the 
nineteenth century. Sales particulars dating from around 
1860 tell us that the house had large drawing and dining 
rooms, a morning room and eight “dormitories” (bedrooms). 
In Jane Austen’s time there would have been fewer bedrooms.

At the time of the Austens’ stay, the north side of Warwick Street opposite the cottage was not yet built, the houses 
there being erected in 1807-8. Ann Street also was unbuilt. The outlook from the north frontage of Stanford’s 
Cottage was therefore over fields and a few scattered buildings towards the downs. To the east and south-east of 
the small group of houses was open ground, since construction of Steyne Terrace had not yet begun.

Stanford’s Cottage was named after its owner, Edward     
Stanford, who was a tailor, hatter and dealer in pianos. 
This variant of the house-name continued in use for at 
least another forty years. It is the name used by Edward 
Snewin, writing in 1899 about the Worthing he knew as 
a child in the 1820s, and the street plan of Worthing 
that appears in all three editions of Wallis’s Stranger in 
Worthing, or New Guide to that Delightful Watering 
Place (1826, 1832 and 1843) has the building marked as 
“Stanfords Cottage”.

The form “Stanford Cottage” seems to have come into 
use around the middle of the nineteenth century, but it 
was never universally adopted – and in due course the 
house lost its name altogether. For most of the 
twentieth century it was simply an unnamed store-house 
behind the premises of Colin Moore, “Complete House 
Furnisher”, at 20-22 Warwick Street. When the house 
was given its Grade II listing in October 1949, the listing 
text stated: “It was originally called Stanfords Cottage 
but it is now only called a store-house.” Today it is a 
pizza restaurant.

This 1963 photograph of Stanford’s Cottage shows the cottage 
during the long period – encompassing most of the twentieth 

century – when it was used as a furniture store

This photograph of 1907 shows how close Bedford House 
(left) – known in the early nineteenth century as Lane’s 

House – was to Stanford’s Cottage (right). The buildings in 
the background were not present in 1805

In 1805 Stanford’s Cottage – the house where Jane Austen stayed for at least seven (and probably fifteen) weeks at 
the end of that year – was one of a small group of houses on the south side of Warwick Street. To its west was 
Lane’s House, later known as Bedford House. To its east was Lamport’s Cottage. North of Lamport’s Cottage there 
was a pair of small houses. Stanford’s Cottage is the only one of these buildings that survives.


